
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

 

Dear Members, 

 
“ Lockdown” is certainly giving us all plenty of time for 

reflection on our own lives and recognising what is 
important to us.  Living alone, as I do, is normally not a 

problem as my life is joyously filled with many dear 

friends and all the activities of a creative life.  
 

However, the past weeks have been difficult as I seem 
to swing from manic activity to total lethargy: one day 

I’m clearing cupboards and going through family photographs spanning 
many generations, and gazing at sepia images of people who are so 

obviously relatives, but having no idea who they are!  On another day I am 
unmotivated and find myself mindlessly watching programmes on 

television I wouldn’t normally entertain!!  But there has been plenty of time 
for reading and revisiting treasured books; what a good companion a 

special book can be. 
 

We are all missing social contact and especially our lectures at The Arts 
Society Shrewsbury meetings. Our society is something to be treasured.  

We have a shared appreciation of The Arts in its many diverse forms, so 

now I am taking this opportunity to tell you how much I am missing you all 
and our friendly and lively gatherings.   

 
Many highly creative exponents of The Arts have produced their very best 

work in “Lockdown “ in their lives.  The American Poet Emily Dickinson 
wrote nearly 1,800 poems, but fewer than a dozen were actually published 

in her lifetime. Emily spent the final two decades of her life never leaving 
the family home; she refused to admit visitors, and would shout to them 

from an upstairs window!  I expect she was suffering from a form of 
agoraphobia.  My favourite Emily Dickinson poem is I am Nobody! Who are 

you ?  Edvard Munch, the Norwegian Artist and creator of Expressionism 
and famous for his painting The Scream spent the last thirty-five years of 

his life as a recluse, avoiding all human contact and totally devoting himself 
to his work. So you can see from these two examples “Lockdown“ is not 

new.  After all, devoted men and women of many faiths have been doing it 

through the centuries, and continue to do so. We will come through this 
present situation, and will be stronger and know ourselves a good deal 

better!! 
 

I send my most sincere thoughts to you all. 
 

HOWARD FRANKLIN  President T.A.S.S. 

12 May 2020 


