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CHAIRMAN’S NEWSLETTER – MAY 2020 

 

Dear Members 

 

Since we are sadly still unable to meet in person, I thought it would be useful to bring you 

up to date with some of the things which are happening within our society.  

Firstly, many thanks to Martin Locke who has kindly volunteered to update our website.  We 

have posted various pieces of news on the website, so I have included links to those below 

rather than repeating them verbatim.  If you’re not keen on clicking on links included in 

emails, simply go to our website www.theartssocietyshrewsbury.org.uk and you will be 

able to find the relevant pages.  I’m delighted  to say that our President, Howard Franklin, 

has posted a message to everyone.  It’s a heartfelt and honest summing up of what many 

of us are feeling at the moment.  I certainly recognise the switches from manic activity to 

total lethargy, and how much we all miss the social contacts which we’ve previously 

enjoyed.  I’m sure that we are all very much looking forward to being able to meet up 

again. 

Several of you have contacted committee members to ask what will be happening about 

renewing your memberships.  Membership renewal forms are usually sent out in the June 

mailing, and the committee has been considering our options.  There is no indication in the 

latest government guidelines as to when ‘mass indoor gatherings’, such as our meetings, 

will be able to restart, but it is unlikely to be in the next few months.  We are aware this 

means that members will have missed four lectures from this year’s programme, March to 

June inclusive.  One suggestion is that we ‘roll over’ the membership year to December, 

giving members the four lectures from September to December instead.  That would also 

bring our membership year and our programme year nicely into alignment.  However, at 

this stage, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to restart meetings in 

September.  Another option is to offer you a discount on next year’s membership, to reflect 

the cost of the missing lectures, but again, we don’t know when we can restart.   The Arts 

Society Head Office has been contacting societies around the country to discuss the various 

options and we expect to receive their findings next week.   I am aware that some societies 

are talking of closing down or ‘hibernating’ for a year, which seems a shame.  We also do 

not know where these various options would leave us with the capitation fee which we pay 

to Head Office each year.  [Nobody told me that being Chairman would be quite so 

interesting!!] 

One option which  we are exploring is the possibility of streaming live lectures to you 

virtually.  Our programme secretaries, Lucy Harvey-Scholes and Pippa Walker, and I had 

the pleasure of watching the first streamed lecture to The Arts Society Stratford-on-Avon 

two weeks ago (all in our own homes, I hasten to add).  It was very easy to click on a 

YouTube or Zoom link sent out via email which took you to the introduction by Stratford’s 

chairman then to the lecture.  It’s not quite the same as being in the same room together, 

but you can phone your friends afterwards and discuss it, as we did, and you can have a 

cup of coffee while you’re watching from the comfort of your own sofa!  Lucy and Pippa are 

talking to Head Office about the technology and the speakers who are able to deliver these 

lectures from their homes.  We’ll keep you posted! 

In Young Arts news, many congratulations are due to Jerry Wallace and his team of 

judges on completing their ‘virtual’ deliberations over the Shrewsbury Bookfest Art 

Competition.  I told you last month how Jerry had scanned over 600 paintings from 

Shropshire primary school children and emailed them to the judging panel.  They 
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managed to get all the scoring sorted out and winners and runners up chosen in time for 

the Bookfest Awards Ceremony.  Of course, this had to be a ‘virtual’ ceremony so sadly 

we haven’t been able to congratulate all the winners in person, but we hope they will be 

receiving their prizes of art materials before too long.  To read more click on 

http://theartssocietyshrewsbury.org.uk/documentstore/2020Bookfest.pdf  or go to our 

home page and follow the link from the ‘news’ segment.  It includes a link to the Awards 

ceremony on YouTube where you can see the winning entries.  

Finally, you may remember that, back in January, I asked for your suggestions for lesser 

known artistic objects, buildings and places in and around Shrewsbury.  The plan was to 

create a book by the West Midland Area societies which would be available to buy for 

Christmas.  Alas, the timings have fallen victim to Coronavirus, but the hope is that it 

may be possible to launch the book next spring.  Meanwhile, our subcommittee will be 

considering your suggestions to create a shortlist to submit to the West Midlands judging 

panel.  We have a really interesting list of suggestions so far – a mix of buildings, 

sculpture, stained glass and artefacts.  Thank you very much to everyone who has 

contributed ideas.  This is your last opportunity to add to the list!  Is there 

something in and around the Shrewsbury area which you really miss seeing when we’re 

under lockdown?  If you were given the opportunity, what artistic objects or places would 

you want to go and look at, or take someone else to see?  To see the suggestions so far, 

click on http://www.theartssocietyshrewsbury.org.uk/News/News.aspx or go to the news 

tab on our website and click on ’Fifty Treasures Wanted’. 

While we’re on the topic of our West Midlands Area, major congratulations are due on 

several fronts.  Our neighbouring society, Mid Wales and Borders, have just won the 

Marsh Award for the best society committee, so very well done to them!  That makes it 

three in a row for the West Midlands, with Wrekin winning it in 2018, ourselves in 2019 

and now Mid Wales in 2020.  Shrewsbury’s former chairman, Roly Trevor-Jones, has been 

West Midlands chair during the last three years, so that’s a hat trick for her – well done 

Roly!  Roly will be standing down as Area chair this month, to be replaced by Rob 

Hubbleday, who some of you may know from Wrekin society.  We wish him all the best in 

his new role and look forward to him leading the Area team.  Roly, meanwhile, will be 

going on to even greater heights in The Arts Society, having just been elected a National 

Trustee.  I don’t know if that means I have to curtsey when she comes to Shrewsbury as 

a member?! 

The committee and I hope that you are all staying safe and well and weathering the 

storm.  If you want to follow up anything from the newsletter, please contact us.  We’d 

love some feedback! 

 

With my best wishes 

 

Deborah 

Chairman, The Arts Society Shrewsbury 

deb@yates.uk.net                                              

 

12 May 2020 
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