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Dear Members 

Welcome back after the summer break. I hope you have all enjoyed a restful summer with some 

lovely warm sunny days. During the holidays, we received the shocking news that the Lord Hill 

Hotel is to close on 1 January 2020. As you will know from our communications to you, after an 

extensive evaluation of 17 possibilities, we are delighted to be moving our lectures on 4 

December 2019 to the Sovereign Suite at Shrewsbury Town Football Club Montgomery Waters 

Meadow, Oteley Road, Shrewsbury, SY2 6ST. Thank you to the team who helped me in this 

search and, especially to Caroline Auger and Rachel Woodward who spotted the potential of this 

venue on their first visit. The audio-visual set-up is very professional, lunch will be available as 

usual, and the parking for 640 cars will be much appreciated. For those wishing to use public 

transport, the numbers 8, 436, 544, and the Meole Brace Park & Ride buses all have stops a 

short walk away. Thank you to Max Senatore, the Hospitality Manager, and Terri Duncan, the 

Hospitality Coordinator, for their warm welcome to us. We look forward to a long and happy 

association with these very impressive premises. 

 

Past Events 

On 19 June our lecture was scheduled to be Carmen in Spain by Simon Rees, but, unfortunately, 

Simon had to cancel that morning as he had to have emergency eye surgery. (All is well, we 

have heard since.) We were very lucky that Victoria Yuskaitis, who was staying with Pippa 

Walker having delivered a talk to the local Civic Society, was able to step in and deliver her talk 

on An Anchorite at Much Wenlock? The Archaeological Evidence which included her latest 

research in Holy Trinity Church, Much Wenlock. As a PhD student in the School of History at the 

University of Leeds, this was her first lecture to an audience this size, and, with her fascinating 

talk and assured delivery, we all felt she has a great future ahead of her. Thank you to Pippa 

Walker for finding such an excellent speaker at such short notice and to Lucy Harvey-Scholes for 

introducing and looking after her.  

 

On 31 July members enjoyed a visit to Rodd Court, Presteigne, where we learnt, through the two 

very passionate guides, about the work of the ground-breaking Australian artist, Sir Sidney 

Nolan, and his fascination with Ned Kelly, and the history of this beautiful and largely unaltered 

17th century house with its elaborate plaster ceiling and several very fine carved over mantels. In 

the afternoon, we went to Stockton Bury Gardens, created by Raymond Treasure and Gordon 

Fenn, where we enjoyed a light lunch and an interesting talk by Raymond’s niece, Tamsin 

Westhorpe, on the history and development of the gardens. This was followed by a self-guided 

tour of the beautiful four-acre site. Thank you to Corinne Russell, supported as always by John, 

on her final trip of so many wonderful experiences for us over the last five years, and Cathy 

Young, on her first trip, for a most enjoyable day out. Their meticulous attention to detail 

ensured we could relax and have an enjoyable time. Thank you, also, to Corinne who is now 

busy planning our 2020 Summer Event.  

Future Events 

From September 25 – 4 October 2019, our overseas trip will be to Madrid, Segovia, Salamanca 

and Toledo. The August edition of the Group Travel Organisers Magazine featured a four-page 

article on The Arts Society Shrewsbury’s week-long Overseas and three-night UK tours, and day 

trips. Please see the link on our or the West Midlands websites. (See below for the website 

addresses.) 

 

On Tuesday 12 November, there will be a visit to the Barber Institute for a tour of the gallery 

and the Jan de Beer exhibition followed by the Birmingham Hippodrome to see a performance by 

Acosta Brava. Good luck to Cathy Young on her first complete trip as she takes on this exciting 

and rewarding role for us. 

 

On Wednesday 16 October, we shall have our AGM at 1.45pm and our lecture at 2.00pm, 

followed by our New Members’ Tea in the Bar at the Reception area at 3.15pm to which all new 

members are warmly invited. 



 

On 4 December our Christmas Lunch at 12.45pm will follow the 11.00am Christmas Lecture at 

the Sovereign Suite in Shrewsbury Town Football Club (details enclosed). As described above, 

this will be a fitting celebration of our move to our new venue. Thank you to Pippa Walker for her 

detailed organisation for this event.  

On 22 April 2020 our Day of Special Interest will be on Treasures of the Silk Road - the art of 

Asia and beyond by Christopher Bradley. Thank you to Ceri Lewis for her meticulous planning for 

what proves always to be a popular and enjoyable part of our programme, and to Jane Benson 
for passing on her experience gained from her past three outstanding DOSIs. (Save the day!) 

Young Arts 

Corinne Russell and her team of Jerry Wallace, Anne Wignall and Gloria Partridge are working on 

an exciting project involving Years 8 and 9 in two Shrewsbury State Secondary Schools to 

encourage the Arts in education on which to spend our £500 prize money from the 2019 

Committee Marsh Award.  We will keep you informed of progress in future Newsletters. 

 

On 20 November our speaker, Anne Haworth, is going to lecture in the morning to the students 

at the Wakeman site of Shrewsbury College on an enhanced talk on the textiles and design of 

The Magic of Cristóbal Balenciaga as part of our continuing programme to support Young Arts in 

the community. Thank you to Deborah Yates for following up this link. Thanks to your support of 

our monthly raffle run so well by Rosie Bynam and her welcoming team, the work of our 

Membership Secretary, Caroline Auger, and the careful governance of our Treasurer, James 

Handley, we are able to support such initiatives. 

 
Heritage Volunteers 

The Shropshire Archives are very grateful to The Arts Society West Midlands for the donation 

presented by David Brass of £150.00 which together with our donation of £100.00 will help with 

the continuing work of cleaning and recording the old photographs of the early 20th century. If 

you are interested in helping with this, or future, interesting and worthwhile work, including the 

current Aga iron moulds project in the Ironbridge Tile Museum, please contact Caroline Auger. 

Thank you to the teams of volunteers for their dedicated hard work in what I know they find to 

be very enjoyable, rewarding and restful activities.  

 

Church Recording 

Recording at St Michael and All Angels, Alberbury, is progressing, and Recorders continue to 

enjoy a warm welcome by the Churchwarden, Mary Powell, during their visits.  Following the 

departure of the Revd Val Tait at the end of September, they hope to be able to continue their 

work unabated during the interregnum. Thank you to the team and Martin Locke for his 

outstanding leadership. 

 

Trails of Discovery 

Margaret Locke and Ann Jackson have made an approach to what they hope will prove a suitable 

church. They are waiting to hear back from their PCC who are meeting some time in September. 

If you know of any interesting churches which would appreciate a Trail of Discovery, please 

contact Margaret. After an amazing 11 years successively as Visits Secretary, Chairman, Church 

Trails Representative and West Midlands Area Representative (where she has run very successful 

Days of Special Interest and is now currently the Secretary), Margaret is finally stepping down 

from the committee of The Arts Society Shrewsbury. On behalf of you all, I thank her most 

sincerely for her outstanding service, and personally from me, I thank her for her unstinting 

loyalty and support. We wish her the very best of luck for her future plans.  

 

The Arts Society West Midlands  

On 16 July our West Midlands Day of Special Interest was run by The Arts Society Arden during 

which we visited St Alphege Church, Solihull and St Peter’s Church, Wootton Wawen, both highly 

recommended for a visit and which made a very enjoyable day out. Please note the West 

Midlands Area website address is: https://westmidlandsarea.theartssociety.org. Thank you to the 

outstanding Area Chairman, our own Roly Trevor-Jones, for her unfailing support of and interest 

in everything we do. 

 

Website and Publicity 

To access our bespoke website, please use the domain http://theartssocietyshrewsbury.org.uk    

Please note that the domain http://theartssocietyshrewsbury.org will get you through to our 

page on the national website. Thank you to Anne Wignall for her continuing work in updating our 

website with the latest information and pictures for your enjoyment. Please do use it! Many  

 

https://westmidlandsarea.theartssociety.org/
http://theartssocietyshrewsbury.org.uk/
http://theartssocietyshrewsbury.org/


 

thanks to Anne, also, for the links she has made with local print and broadcast journalists to 

ensure that we have such wonderful coverage of all our activities and events. Anne’s enticing  

 

monthly mail chimp Newsletters tell us more about our forthcoming lectures from the 

programme which has been created so skilfully by our past and present Programme Secretaries,  

Deborah Yates, Ceri Lewis, Pippa Walker and Lucy Harvey-Scholes. Thank you to them for all 

their research and work in putting together this vital core of The Arts Society Shrewsbury. Thank 

you, also, to Rachel Woodward, Phil Yates and Malcolm Lewis for overseeing the projection and 

sound at our lecture meetings. 

 

Feedback  

We have the facility on our website for you to give us your views on the lectures, to be included 

in the Lecture Review which I send each month to The Arts Society HO. The password is 

Shrew1. Please make a note of it so you can use it again. To help you with your decisions, I 

have included the Lecture Review Categories stipulated by The Arts Society. In making your 

decisions, it may help you to note that we only book speakers in the top two grades in the 

reports we read from other societies. I shall look forward to reading your feedback. 

 

 The Arts Society Lecture Review Categories 
Category Education Content Technical Recommend? Action 

Outstanding Inspiring Faultless Highly Recommend N/A 

Excellent  (Almost) Faultless Highly Recommend N/A 

Very Good Educational Minor Faults (acceptable) Recommend N/A 

Good  Minor Faults (acceptable) Recommend N/A 

Passable Not Stimulating/Uninspiring Notable Faults to Remedy Recommend with Reservations Education 
Advisory 

Poor Below Acceptable Standard Significant & Unacceptable 
Faults 

Not Recommend Education 
Action 

 

 

You can see from all the above what a vibrant and flourishing Society we are. I thank my 

committee, past and present, for all the work – and fun! – they have put into planning our very 

full programme for our enjoyment (all carefully recorded and archived by our Secretary, Sarah 

Thomson), our President, Howard Franklin, for all his support to us, and Deborah Yates for being 

an outstanding Vice-Chairman supporting me in every way and, not least, coordinating all our 

mailings for the printers and her work with our Golden Jubilee Young Arts Bursary celebrating 50 

years of The Arts Society. As we come to the end of our ten years of location at the Lord Hill 

Hotel, I thank the staff there most warmly for their welcome and care shown to us.  We wish 

them luck for whatever their future plans may be while we look forward in December to our 

exciting new future in the Sovereign Suite under the Chairmanship of Deborah Yates with her 

new committee. Thank you all for your support and enthusiasm for all our many events and 

activities in which I know you all enjoy participating so much. Together with all we do at The Arts 

Society Shrewsbury, I hope you will find your lives enriched through the arts in the months 

ahead. 

 

Best wishes 

Yvonne Bridgeland 

Chairman 

The Arts Society 

Shrewsbury 

Email ybridgeland@btinternet.com 

Tel 01952 511977 

Mobile 0781 6060993 
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